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November 22, 2025  
Last Week of Pentecost  

Thanksgiving 

 

Serving Us Today 

Organist: Kathy Conway  

Greeter: Kevin Schaffer 

Pre-service Meditation: Psalm 95 

Pre-Service Prayer 

L     o    o r gi s to  e are great in n   er  wi e-swee ing in 

sco e  ongoing  an  co   ete y  n eserve   T          for a   

that  o  give to  e for  o y an  so    for this  ife an  the  ife to 

co e—  re y o t of  o r  n eserve   ove    orgive  y sins an  

     y heart with gra t  e an  thanksgiving a ways    en  

4704 N  Wa   Street  / S okane  W  99205 

spokanelutheran.com  

Interim Pastor: Wayne C  Eichsta t 

Office: (509) 926-3317 / Cell: (507) 380-1068 /  astor@gethse anec c org 

President: Dennis L x 

(509) 389—9349 /   x en in@g ai  co  

Trinity is a member congregation of the Church of the Lutheran 
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  Order of Worship 
When the congregation is asked to stand, please do so only if you are able.  

You may remain seated if standing is difficult.  

Pre-Service Music  

Welcome to Worship & Opening Prayer 

Hymn: 27 — Oh  B ess the Lor   My So    

Pastor: In the na e of the  ather an  of the Son an  of the Ho y S irit  

Congregation (s oken): Amen 

Confession of Sins 
Pastor:  orgive  s  Lor   for sha  ow thankf  ness   or      content with 

war th an  she tere  care  

Cong: For songs of praise for food and harvest press, While of 

Your richer gifts we're unaware: 

P: Teach  s to thank  o   Lor   for  ove an  grace   or  ife an  vision  for a 

  r ose c ear  
C: For Christ Your Son, and for each human face That shows 

Your message ever new and near. 

P:  orgive  s  Lor   for se  sh thanks an   raise   or wor s that s eak at 

variance with  ee s; 
C: Forgive our thanks for walking pleasant ways Unmindful of a 

broken brother's needs: 

P: Teach  s  O Lor   tr e thankf  ness  ivine  That gives as Christ gave  never 

co n ng cost  
C: That knows no barrier of "yours" and "mine," Assured that 

only what's withheld is lost. 

P:  orgive  s  Lor   for feast that knows not fast   or joy in things that 

 eanwhi e starve the so    
C: For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast And blur our 

vision of the Kingdom goal: 

P: O en o r eyes to see  o r  ove's intent  To know with  in s an  hearts 

its  e th an  height; 

C: May thankfulness be days in service spent, 

Reflection of Christ's life and love and light. 
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Absolution (Pastor) 

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7 

Pastor: Oh co e   et  s sing to the L   ; 

Cong: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

P: Let  s co e into his  resence with thanksgiving 

C: let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

P:  or the L    is a great  o   an  a great King a ove a   go s  

C: In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 

mountains are his also. 

P: The sea is his  for he  a e it  

C: and his hands formed the dry land. 

P: Oh co e   et  s worshi  an   ow  own; 

C: let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

P:  or he is o r  o   an  we are the  eo  e of his  ast re  

C: and the sheep of his hand. 

Hymn: 566 – Christ  y Heaven y Host   ore  

Prayer (Pastor) 

 Congregation (s eaks): Amen 

Old Testament Lesson: 

Deuteronomy 8:11-20 

   n ance can  ea  to a  ack 

of gra t  e an   ri e rather 

than thanksgiving  Moses warne  the 

 eo  e of Israe  a o t this as they 

 re are  to enter the Pro ise  Lan  It is a warning to which we 

a so  o we   to take hee   

“Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his 

commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you 

today, lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good 

houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks multiply and 

your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, then 

God Speaks to Us 

Through His Word 
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your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God, who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you 

through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and 

scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought 

you water out of the flinty rock, who fed you in the wilderness 

with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you 

and test you, to do you good in the end. Beware lest you say in your 

heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this 

wealth.’ You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives 

you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he 

swore to your fathers, as it is this day. And if you forget the Lord your 

God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I 

solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. Like the nations 

that the Lord makes to perish before you, so shall you perish, because 

you would not obey the voice of the Lord your God.  

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 18:21-35 

The greatest gi  we have receive  is the forgiveness of sins an  

thro gh that eterna  sa va on   orgiving others shows 

thankf  ness for having  een forgiven  y  o   

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said 

to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, 

one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since 

he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 

and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the 

servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that 

servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same 

servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 

what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and 

put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants 

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 



6 

 

and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his 

master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So 

also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother from your heart.” 

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 4:4-9  

 o  wants  s to ca     on Hi  in every tro   e an  co e to Hi  

with a   of o r nee s  fears  cares  worries  an  every other 

  r en  When we co  ine these s    ica ons for he   with 

thanksgiving  we wi    n  a  ers ec ve of gra t  e an  s irit of 

content ent that cannot  e overwhe  e   y nee  or want  

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—

practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

Confession of Faith 
Martin Luther’s Explanation to the First Article of the Apostles Creed 

I believe that God has created me and all creatures. He has 

given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my bodily 

members, my mind, and all my senses and still keeps them for 

me.  

God also preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing 

and shoes, food and drink, house and home, spouse and 

children, land, animals, and all my property and all I need to 

support this body and life. He protects me from all danger. He 

guards and defends me from every evil. 
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God does all this because He is my good and gracious Father in 

heaven, not because of anything I have done to earn or 

deserve it. 

For all of this it is my duty to thank, praise, serve, and obey 

Him. 

This is most certainly true. 

 Hymn:  or the  r its of His Crea on (bulletin back page) 

The Sermon 

Text: Colossians 3:1-2,12-17 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  Put on then, 

as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one 

another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 

other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also forgive. And above all 

these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him.  

 

“A New Recipe for Thanksgiving” 
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Offertory—Congregation Sings (Hy n 792):  

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving  

To God the Creator triumphantly raise. 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 

Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

His banners are o’er us; His light goes before us, 

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

Till shadows have vanished And darkness is banished, 

As forward we travel from light into light. 

Hymn: 400 — Take My Life an  Let It Be 

Prayer including a prayer for Lynn Estes’ brother, Chet (cancer/hospice) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction (Pastor) 

C (s oken): Amen  

Hymn: 36 — Now Thanks We     O r  o  

Silent Prayer 

Un ess otherwise note   Scri t re references are fro  The Ho y Bi  e  Eng ish Stan ar  Version  

ESV® Text E i on: 2016  Co yright © 2001  y Crossway Bi  es  a     ishing  inistry of  oo  News 

P   ishers   

Forgive Us Lord for Shallow Thankfulness: Wor s - ©1965  1993 Hy n Society in the US & Cana a 

Contri  tors: Wi  ia  Watkins Rei      rights reserve   Re rinte   n er OneLicense net  -726341  

Let All Things Now Living: Wor s an  M sic - ©1939  1966 E C  Schir er M sic Co  Contri  tors: 

Katherine K Davis     rights reserve   Re rinte   n er OneLicense net  -726341  

 

 

Welcome to worship at Trinity!  

Guest and Visitors  we invite yo  to sign o r g est  ook  We  ook 

forwar  to having yo  worshi  with  s again  P ease s eak to the 

 e  ers an   astor if yo  wish to  earn  ore a o t the  os e  

 inistry at Trinity  

https://www.crossway.org/
https://www.crossway.org/
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Thank-offerings  ay  e  e  in the offering   ate in 

the  ack of the ch rch or  ai e  to the ch rch    

 

This Week’s Schedule 
(If the Lord wills we shall do this or that) 

Today 

9:15 a     Bi  e C ass (Wor s with Big Meanings: Faith) 

10:30 a    Worshi  Service  

11:30 a    Ca   Disc ssion & Voters Meeting 

Wednesday 

 1:30       Thanksgiving Eve Worshi  @  ethse ane 

 6:30       Thanksgiving Eve Worshi  @  ethse ane ( ive-strea e ) 

Saturday (Nove  er 29)  

9:15 a     Bi  e C ass (Wor s with Big Meanings: Repentance) 

10:30 a    Worshi  Service        Greeter: Dennis & Lin a L x) 

 

News & Notes 
Trinity’s Call:  Pastor Tho as Sch etze has ret rne  ( ec ine ) 

the  ivine ca   we have exten e  to hi     

November 18, 2025 

Dear members of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

After prayerful deliberation on the pastoral call you extended to me I 

have been led to the decision that it is God's will that I continue serving 

Him in my present capacity as the pastor of St. Paul in Lakewood. 

The spiritual welfare of God’s people residing in the Spokane area is 

also important to Him. It's my prayer that the Lord of the Church will, 

according to His perfect wisdom and timing, supply you with a full-time 

spiritual shepherd to proclaim His pure Word in your midst and to lead 

you in His Good Shepherd paths. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit abide with you all. 

Sincerely, Pastor Thomas Schuetze 
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Call Discussion and Voters Meeting: In view of Pastor 

Sch etze’s ret rn of o r Divine Ca    the voters wi    eet a er the 

worshi  service this  orning to exten  another ca     n o  ort nity 

for congrega ona   isc ssion wi    rece e the voters  ee ng  

Midweek Advent Worship: We wi   not ho    i week   vent 

services at Trinity      are invite  to atten   i week   vent 

worshi  services at  ethse ane (Dece  er 3  10  17) at 1:30      

& 6:30      The evening service is  ive-strea e   

Christmas Decorating: P tting    the Christ as Tree an  other 

 ecora ng for ce e ra ng Christ’s  irth  wi   take   ace next 

Sat r ay—Nove  er 29—right a er the worshi  service for a   

who are a  e to he    

The Congregational Christmas Party wi    e he   on 

Dece  er 6th fo  owing the worshi  service  It wi    e a  reakfast 

 r nch an  fo ks j st  ring what they want  no sign-   sheet   We 

a so have a gi  exchange   ring a wra  e  gi  in the $10 00 range  

Pastoral Needs: Witho t a resi ent  astor  it can  e  ore 

 iffic  t to  e aware of  ersona   astora  nee s within the 

congrega on  If s ch nee  arises    ease  o not hesitate to  hone 

Pastor Eichsta t (507-380-1068) an /or Dennis L x so that either 

the  astor or one of the e  ers can  e of service to yo   

National Women's Retreat Coming in January! 
Before yo r 2026 ca en ar  egins to         we want yo  to  ark 

yo r ca en ars an  get rea y to Press Pause with wo en across 

the co ntry  
What: Press Pa se for the Na ona  Wo en's (Virt a ) Retreat 2026 

When: Sat r ay  Jan ary 31  2026 // 9:00 a    – 11:00 a     

How: Join  s virt a  y via Zoo  

Cost:  ree event – a   are we co e  

Register now: htt s:// ny r  co /PressPa se26 

 

https://tinyurl.com/PressPause26
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News from around the Church of 

the Lutheran Confession 

Calls: Pastor Terre  Kesterson of  scension 

L theran Ch rch  Batavia  IL  has receive  the  art-  e ca   to O r 

Re ee er’s L theran Ch rch  Re  Wing  MN / Pastor E erit s 

Davi  Schieren eck has receive  the ca   to serve as  ssistant to the 

Pastor at Berea Ev  L theran Ch rch  Inver  rove Heights  MN  a er 

he has co   ete  his work as vacancy  astor of O r Re ee er’s 

L theran Ch rch  Re  Wing  MN / Pastor E erit s Michae  

Eichsta t has receive  the vacancy ca   to Ho y Cross Ev  L theran 

Ch rch  Phoenix   Z / Pastor Ben Li  y of Re ee er Ev  L theran 

Ch rch  Cheyenne  W   has receive  the ca   to Ho y Cross Ev  

L theran Ch rch  Phoenix   Z / Pastor Ben Li  y of Re ee er Ev  

L theran Ch rch  Cheyenne  W   has receive  the ca   to Messiah 

L theran Ch rch  Ea  C aire  WI / Pastor Johnathan Schnose of 

Bethe  Ev  L theran Ch rch  Morris  MN  has receive  the ca   to 

Living Ho e L theran Ch rch      eton  WI  

  

November Cleaners 

Sanctuary: Bettinger / North Entry: C ark 

Basement: He ke 

 

 

______________ 
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It’s   e to renew or sign up for a ca en ar year s  scri  on  

Think about Thanksgiving, Christmas, and birthday gifts 

Sign up any time before December 15, 2025 
 

Subscriptions are $16.00 per year for 4 issues. 

Pay by PayPal, Venmo, or check (email Sandy for PayPal option) 

Make paper checks payable to: The Branches 

Note: Current subscribers will receive an email or postcard at the 

time of their renewal.  

Contact:  

Sandy Hulke, Subscription Manager 

29985 Norway Ave, Lindstrom, MN 55045 

thebranchesmagazine@gmail.com 

mailto:thebranchesmagazine@gmail.com
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